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Many times families ask staff why it is necessary for them to pay fees.  Years ago, the State of Ohio initiated a program called AdoptOhio.  Through this program the State paid families’ fees for adopting, to the agency.  In 2003, the State of Ohio cut the funding for this program, causing many adoption agencies to close and many adoption workers to be out of work.  In order for ACTION to remain in operation, the agency had to begin charging these fees to families.  

The State of Ohio requires that private adoption agencies obtain a yearly financial audit which costs the agency $10,000 each year.  In addition, the agency is required to carry liability insurance at a cost of approximately $15,000 each year.  These expenses are on top of agency overhead including utilities, postage necessary to mail thousands of family homestudies, the rising costs of mileage for supervision visits to family homes, the costs of materials for the children’s program, and the costs of the adoption party.  Furthermore, ACTION staff are far underpaid when compared to the salary each would earn in any number of other agencies.  

ACTION, as always, over the years since 2003, strives to keep these fees as low as possible, but the work that is done for each family is quite expensive for the agency.  It is concerning to the agency that many times, staff are forced to repeatedly request payment which the family committed to paying at the time that they began their adoption journey with the agency.

ACTION wishes to thank the families who have paid fees as agreed and in a timely manner.

The ACTION family would like to welcome the following children into their new home:  Benjamin; Corrina, Efren and Jacob; Justin, Brianna, Daniel, and Nathan; Miley, Heather and Lizzie; Angel; Aja; Austin; Christopher; Bree, Ryan and Jason; and Jordan.
New pictures and testimonials are needed for our website.  Email them to actionadpt@aol.com

Don’t forget about our new Children’s Program designed especially for your children.  This is a wonderful time that your children will love!

Exciting Upcoming Adoption Events
We have a lot of event information to share with you this month, so get out your calendars, because you won’t want to miss these dates.
November is National Adoption Month, and as always, ACTION has a special time planned for all our families at the annual Adoption Party.  This year the party will be held November 15, 2008 at the Irish Club in Dayton.  Look for more information coming soon on our website www.actionadoption.org .  ACTION would like to note that staff work very hard finding the right children for each of our families.  We also work very hard to put on the adoption party each year because we enjoy seeing all of our families together and enjoying each other.  Attendance at the adoption party is not mandatory for families, but is a gift that families can give back to the staff that has worked so hard for them.  We’d really love to see you there!
     The Seventh Annual Miami Valley Adoption Fair is scheduled for February 21, 2009, 9:00 am – 1:30 pm.  This is a wonderful time to learn about services available and to encourage families considering adoption.  New This Year - Free Seminar featuring nationally recognized speaker and educator, Ann Anzalone presenting “Growing a Healthy Brain” 9 am to 10:30 am

ACTION exists for families.  Your family is very important to us.  Your attendance at the Adoptive Parent Support Group is how we gauge what ACTION needs to do to assist your family.  It is also required by the policy that each family signs at the beginning of the adoption process.  We can’t wait to see you there!
On-Going Training

(Please note the dates, not always third Friday due to the changes we are implementing in our training program)
September 12, 2008 – Steve White of Catholic Social Services will be joining us to discuss children with Reactive Attachment Disorder (RAD) and treatment options.  This will be a very informative time, with great insights for all.
September 19, 2008 – ACTION adoptive parents Ted and Annie Caudill join us to speak about “The First Year: Things Nobody Wants to Talk About.”  You’ll want to be here for this honest and extremely important look at family adjustment.
October 10, 2008 – Adoption recruiter Tova Rose of Wendy’s Wonderful Kids, signature program of the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption will be with us.  It’ll be an exciting night.
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